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Infroduction

Sometimes, in order to provide a happy, stable home for

a child so that he/she can grow up free from physical and
emotional or mental abuse, it is necessary that the child be
adopted by caring, loving adults.

This booklet tells you about adoption which is provided for in
the Adoption of Children Acts 2009 and 2011.

What is adoption?

Adoption is the legal process by which a child becomes the
child of persons other than his/her natural or biological
parents. When a child is legally adopted the adopter or
adopters become the child’s parent(s). The natural

or biological parents are no longer considered to

be the child’s parents and they are permanently
deprived of their parental rights. An adopted

child is treated by the law as if he/she

is the natural child of the

adopter(s) and has full

legal rights as their child.

Who can be

adopted?

A person under 18 years of
age who has never been
married and who lives in
Guyana can be adopted.
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in order to see if they can live happily as a family. The What does the best interests of the child
Agency will visit the adopters’ home and interview them to

ensure that they are suitable persons who can care for a mean?
child. The social workers of the Agency would try to observe The best interests of the child means that when the parents
how the child blends into and bonds with the persons who and other adults, the Childcare and Protection Agency, the
want to adopt him or her into their family. If the adopters Adoption Board and the Court make decisions that affect
live overseas, an agency that is concerned with the welfare children they should always think of -
of children would do this investigation and interview of the * the child’s safety and health
adopters. * the child's education and developmental needs
* where possible, the child’s views and wishes

. . * the importance of having as little disruption as possible in
Who decides whether a child should be ol 2 L
adopfed? » where the child lives and his or her social environment
A judge of the High Court would review the application and * respecting the child’'s cultural heritage e.g. their religion

the reports of the Childcare and Protection Agency and and way of life.

Adoption Board to decide whether to grant or make
an adoption order.

What should the
Court consider
before making

an adoption order?
In deciding whether to -
make an adoption order,
the court is to consider
the best interests of the
child as being the
most important
consideration.

The Adoption of Children Act specifically states that the Court
is fo consider the following:

1. the child’s views if they are of an age that they can
express them
2. the child’s age, gender, maturity and level of
understanding
3. the child’'s background and family relationships
4. the child’s physical, emotional and educational needs
including the child’'s personal, family and cultural
identity
5. any disability the child may have
6. the wishes of the parents
/. the relationship the child had with his/her
parents, brothers and sisters and other relatives
8. the attitude of the adopters, especially in relation
to their parental responsibilities, and their
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relationship with the child

9. the need to protect the child from any harm, ill-
tfreatment, violence or abuse

10. the advantages or disadvantages of allowing the
adoption

11. that the child’s name, identity, language and cultural or
religious ties should be maintained as far as possible.

Can you have a say in what is best for

you?

Yes, as a child you have aright to be heard and to
participate by saying how you feel about decisions that will
affect you. Once you are able to do so the Judge should
listen to your views regarding your care and welfare.

Adoptive certificate

Once the Court grants or makes the adoption order, a
certified copy of the adoption order must be delivered to

the Registrar General for the details of the adoption to be
entered in the Adopted Children Register so that an adoptive
certificate will be issued. This adoptive certificate replaces the
child’s birth certificate and serves the same purpose as a birth
certificate but it now recognizes the adopters as the child’s
new parents. The child usually would then be known by the
surname of her/his adoptive parents. The child e.g. if it is a
baby may also be given new forenames.

What happens when an Adoption Order

is made?
After the adoption order is made, the child would remain with
his/her new parents.

Because an adopted child is now the child of its adopftive
parents, it means that any children and relatives of the
adoptive parents become the siblings and relatives of

the child. The same legal restrictions that disallow persons
marrying their siblings and other relatives would apply to
adopted children. Also, the restrictions would continue to
apply in relation to their natural relatives although they are no
longer regarded as the child of their natural parent(s).

Would anyone know that you have been
adopted?

Court proceedings in relation to adoptions are held in
camera so members of the public and persons who are not
connected with the case, or who are not needed cannot
be present when the court hears adoption cases. The record
of the adoption proceedings are to be kept sealed and
confidential though a child may apply to the Court to have
the records unsealed so that they could have information
about their natural parents. This may become important in
case of serious illness where a person would like to know their
family history.
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